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moment. Though it seemed simple enough
as far as the immediate facts were concerned,
there was a disturbing element in the unknown
facts outside his range of view. De Wet's com-
mando was at large somewhere to the south; a
considerable force which had been besieging
Kimberley must be still in the neighbourhood
on the north side; quite possibly other com-
mandos might be hastening from Bloem-
fpntein on the east. The extraordinary posi-
tion had therefore come about that Cronje lay
in the centre like the bull's-eye of a target;
round him was an inner circle of British troops,
drawing gradually closer; outside these came
a fringe of commandos, not continuous and of
unknown strength, but still sufficient to cause
anxiety. It might be necessary to turn and
face them. Better therefore to deal as quickly
as possible with the one lot which had been
pinned down within reach. Such were the con-
siderations which decided Kitchener to press
home an attack at once.
At sunset the laager still held out. Round it
a circle of infantry had been completed on the
west, south, and east, at a distance varying
between five hundred and a thousand yards
from the Boer trenches. On the north French
had got up some more cavalry from Kimberley,
and he was now securely established, though at
long range. De Wet held Kitchener's Kopje,
where he hung on for two more days in spite
of attempts to eject him. Another Boer force
under Commandant Steyn was further east.
Though our assaults had all been repulsed,